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Pastorôs Corner 
Beautiful is the Earthò ( melody of 
ñBeautiful Saviorò): About this hymn Bishop 
Ludwig, of ¡lborg, wrote: "It sparkles with 
rays of light. Not a shadow can be found in 
it. Not a stone on the road. Not an idea of 
something dark and ugly. The earth is 
beautiful, and God's heaven is wonderful . 
The road between them goes through 
"earthly kingdoms" and we walk that path 
"with the song." Even the hard reality of 
death is only sensed as a part of the great 
progression towards the goal. But we can 
sing like that today? 
 
It is understandable that Ingemann, the  
author of the Danish hymn could sing like 
this. His life passed quietly without any 
greater sorrows or tribulations, safe as a 
childôs  life. He even lived this idyllic life in 
one of Denmark's most beautiful regions, 
in the beautiful old town of Sorß. In his 
mouth these words for sure were real.  
But times have changed since then.  
Earth is not beautiful anymore, at least that 
is how many will think when singing this 
old hymn.  
But are we right when thinking like that?  
The story of the hymn may shed some  
light on this question? 
 
 

 
Its history began 
in Germany, 
where it actually 
was completely 
forgotten for a 
long time until the 
German hymnolo-
gist Heinrich 
Hoffmann von 
Fallersleben, in 
the late 18th cen-
tury, decided to 
travel through Si-
lesia to track down the old, half-forgotten 
folk songs that once existed among the 
peasants. 
 
The results were published in 1842 under 
the Title ñSilesian folk songs with their  
melodiesò, and in that publication was this 
wonderful melody of óBeautiful is the 
Earth'. 
 
The song was thought originally, to be an 
ancient medieval song which pilgrims had 
sung on their travel to the Holy Land. 
 
Pastor Fenger, a good friend of B.S.  
Ingemann saw the hymn in 1850 in a  
German magazine and was captivated by 
its melody.  



He showed it to Ingeman and asked him to 
write "some good Danish words" to the 
melody and a few days after Ingemann 
sent Fenger this well-known little poem of 
three verses, based on the angels singing 
on Christmas night to the shepherds in the 
fields of Bethlehem. "Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on Earth and good will  
toward men." 
 
Very beautiful and idyllic, indeed, but it 
must not be forgotten that, in the very days 
when Ingemann wrote the hymn, the idyll 
was broken in Denmark - in Sorß, as well. 
The first war of Schleswig was in full swing, 
and along the roads columns of soldiers 
were seen heading towards an uncertain 
fate, while people stood in fear and hope 
and waved goodbye. 
Then came the Battle of Isted, on July 25 
1850, with the loss of 862 young Danish 
men and 2362 wounded, it was one of the 
bloodiest battles in the history of Denmark.  
 
Ingemann is believed to have composed 
the words a few days after this battle. 
Although Denmark won a victory at Isted;  
it was a dearly-bought victory.  
And war seldom causes anything but hate, 
fear, resentment, despair, suffering and 
loss. Under these conditions Ingeman 
found, in the angelic Christmas tiding of 
peace on earth, an outlet for what he felt 
and what he thought the Danes needed to 
hear. 
 
So the hymn is far from an idyllic  
embellishment, but it is a message,  
a gospel in a dark and heavy time. 
It doesnôt speak about peace in general -  

peace between nations - but about God's 
peace in the midst of struggle. 
It is the gospel of good news to a sinful 
earth and a fallen race. 
 
Therefore, we can confidently go on  
singing: 
ñBeautiful is the earth! 
Wonderful Godôs heaven! 
Lovely the path that we walk along! 
Souls on the pilgrim way 
Through earthly kingdoms 
We go to Paradise with song.ò  
Even today where, among many others 
around the world, 9.5 million Syrians are 
fleeing the civil war in their country and a 
terrorist organization like ISIS is trying to 
seize the world's attention by spreading 
terror, death and destruction. We can still 
sing this hymn knowing it is true. 
 
The hymn was also a clear winner among 
the 10 most popular hymns when, in 2000, 
an inter-Scandinavian study of the most 
popular hymns was made. 
 Merry Christmas C.B. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES 
 

November 30th is the 1st Sunday in  
Advent! 
We will start The New Church Year with a 
service at 4 pm in which the children in 
our church will perform a Lucia  
procession. 
After the service there is a potluck down-
stairs. 
The ham will be provided by the board.  
Sign-up lists for salads and desserts arel 
posted on the board at the entrance to the 
hall downstairs! 



 

Childrenôs Corner 

THE THREE WISE MEN AND THEIR TRAVELS 
Which route did The Three Wise Men take?  
( You can get help in Mathew chapter 2)  

 Please remember to sign up, so we will 
have an idea of how many will attend 
the dinner! 
We look forward to celebrating this first 
Sunday of Advent with all of you! 
 

December 7th at 10 am our children in  
the congregation will have a Christmas 
program during the service.  

December 21st at 5 pm will be a Star of  

David Service filled with Christmas 
hymns.  
 
December 24th the service at 2 pm will be 
in Danish, the  3:30 pm service will be in  
English and for the second time since we  
amalgamated there will be a Candlelight  

service at 7pm. 

Christmas Day service at 10 am in 

English. 
December 28th at 10 am the service will 
be a type of a Sing-along service where 
Danish as well as English Christmas 
hymns will be sung. Afterwards, pizza will 
be served in the hall and then we will have 
our Christmas Tree Party. 
Santa, however, has already been so kind 
to tell us that he wonôt be able to make it 
this year. However, I think we will manage 
quite nicely without him, anyway. 
And for the coffee and because we are so 
close to New Year, Mary Jßrgensen has 
promised to make a ñKransekageò again 
this year - delicious! 
 
February 15th at 10 am we celebrate 
Shrove/ Fastelavn and though it is not a 
regular Family service Sunday, we will be 
decorating the church for this special 
Occasion and hope to see everyone in 
their special and fancy attire. 

After the service, ham and pancakes will 
be served followed by ñbeating the barrelò, 
Fastelavns buns and awarding a prize for 
the most fancifully dressed up child and 
adult. 
We hope to see very many of you! 
 

Ash Wednesday Evening Service  

This year Lent, the more somber time of 
the Church Year, will begin with a service 
February 18th at 

7:30 pm.  

This service will be 
assisted by the  

worship group of the 
church.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Julestue 
En Hjertesag "Heart of the Matter".  

Dec. 6th at 1-4 pm the traditional Julestue 
will be held. Glßgg, mulled 
cider for the children, 
aebleskiver and European 
hot dogs for a fee. 

 

The beautiful handmade 
Christmas ornaments 
which were not sold at the 
bazaar, can be also pur-
chased.  

 

You can learn how to make the traditional 
Danish woven hearts and stars too (please 
bring your own scissors and glue).  

Hope to see a lot of you for a nice Christ-
mas preparation day.  

 


